ACT 1                     CESAR'S    WIFE                         31

ANNE: Have you told Ronny?

ARTHUR: No, I thought it unnecessary till I'd found ou:

whether the Khedive would be willing to take him.
CHRISTINA: I'm amazed, Arthur.   When Henry told me
Ronald Parry was going I couldn't help thinking it was
very desirable.
ARTHUR: Why?

[She looks at him, about to speak., then hesitates. She does
not dare, and resolves to be silent. ANNE comes to the
rescm.

ANNE: Christina knows that I shall be very little in Egypt in
future and how fond Ronny and I are of one another.
We-naturally want to be as near each other as we can.
CHRISTINA: [With a chuckle?\ It really amuses me that you
should refuse to give a good job to Henry because you've
made up your mind to give it to Ronald Parry.

[ARTHUR walks up to her deliberately and faces her.
ARTHUR: If you've got anything to say against him say it.

[They stare at one another for a mommt in silence.

CHRISTINA: If you have nothing against him there's no

reason why I should.
ARTHUR: I see. I have a good deal to do this afternoon. If

you have nothing more to say to me I'd like to get back

to my work.

CHRISTINA: Very well, Pll go.
ARTHUR: You won't stop and see Violet?
CHRISTINA: I don't think so, thank you.

[She goes out.    He opens the door for her.

ANNE: Why didn't you tell me just now that you'd decided

to keep Ronny in Cairo?
ARTHUR: I thought it was unnecessary till everything was

settled. I daresay you'll be good enough to hold your

tongue about it.